























7. Scripture gives no indication of either shortening or lengthening of this time-line, and
therefore no such change of schedule is anticipated.

While it is this author’s firm conviction that all of the above assumptions are indeed correct and
should be accepted, the reader is enjoined again to prepare for the Tribulation as if it might occur
at any time (for it is, as we have repeatedly maintained, “imminent” according to scripture).
Clearly, variation on any one of the above assumptions would invalidate the projection given.
And we would be remiss in failing to point out that it is certainly within the power and authority
of the Almighty to make whatever alterations He may wish to this scriptural chronology
whenever He should wish to do so, whether of lengthening or of shortening. Nevertheless, what
we have been given in the Bible, we have been given for a purpose, and it would be equally
remiss not to report what may be learned from scripture on such an important point (cf. Acts
20:20; 20:27). Having said this, we must emphasize yet again that it is certainly the prudent
course (and the course being followed and recommended by this author) to make every effort to
be prepared spiritually for the Tribulation whenever it should come.

Finally, while we may not recognize antichrist’s rise before the fact, we may not be presented
with a rebuilt temple prior to the Tribulation, and we may not (perhaps should not) be willing to
rely on the chronological projection provided by the “seven millennial day” architecture of
history, we should at least have confidence that we will have clear indications of the
Tribulation’s commencement after the fact. The miraculous ministries of the two witnesses and
the 144,000, the conversion of a large portion of Israel to Jesus Christ, the falling away of a large
portion of the church visible into apostasy, antichrist’s predicted rise to power, the terrible
trumpet judgments — these and all of the details of the coming Tribulation which we have been
blessed to receive in the pages of the Bible will at the very least give all believers who turn to
scripture for answers very clear and definitive proof of the start of that final seven years before
our Lord’s return. Let us therefore take care to make ourselves ready for these trials before the
fact, lest we find ourselves in the number of those upon whom that day comes unawares
(1Thes.5:4).
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